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during the year following the National Socialists' entry into power
did not promise a speedy fulfilment of their hopes for the Anschluss
or even for the Qleichschaltung of Austria to Germany.1 In addition
to their desire for national vindication and expansion, the German
Government were influenced by those pacific and reasonable motives
which often tended to counteract the'more aggressive features of
National Socialism and were perhaps unjustifiably minimised by its
critics. It was frequently asserted that the return of the Saar would
remove the last obstacle to a permanent reconciliation between
France and Germany: a view expressed by Herr Hitler himself in
a speech broadcast on the 14th October, 1933, after the announce-
ment of Germany's intention to withdraw from the Disarmament
Conference and League of Nations.2

On the 24th November, in the course of a conversation with the
French Ambassador in Berlin, Herr Hitler made a definite request
that the Territory should be returned without waiting for the
plebiscite, as this would place an unnecessary strain upon Franco-
German relations, though he still maintained that the result would
be a foregone conclusion. He returned to the subject in his anniver-
sary speech in the Reichstag on the 30th January, 1934. He then
declared that when once the Saar problem was settled his Govern-
ment 'would be prepared and determined not only to accept the
letter but also the spirit of the Locarno Pact*, and went on to propose
that an agreement for the return of the Saar should be concluded
between France and Germany, and that after this had been done
the Saarlanders should exercise their right of self-determination by
means of a referendum.

Suggestions of this kind were not, however, favourably received
in France, since it was felt that, in the interests of the collective
system, France must continue to act within the framework of the
League of Nations. Moreover, the past attitude of that country
made it impossible for her to renounce any of the plebiscite alterna-
tives in advance, and the policy of Herr Hitler's Government had
not been such as to encourage the making of concessions which had
been refused to his more conciliatory predecessors. There was also
some sympathy with the anti-Nazis' desire to create aa interna-
tionalized city of refuge in the Saar. The attitude of the French

1  See Part III C, section (i), of the present volume.

2  See the Survey for 1933, pp. 307-8. At the great Saar demonstration held
at the Niederwald Monument on the 27th August, 1933, Herr Hitler had
already insisted on the German desire for peace and for a good understanding
with France, though he made it clearsthat there could be no compromise over
the reunion of the Saar (Volkisch&r Bedba<M&r, 29th August, 1933).